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United States Government and Politics, AP


Interest Groups

You should be familiar with the following Interest Groups.  Basically, I want you to know the types of issues these groups are involved in and whether they are generally supporters of liberals or conservatives, or are non-ideological.  Your assignment is to look up these groups (find their sites on the internet) and get information about them…what is their issue, what is their stand on the issue(s) and what is their action plan (what are they doing about it?)  The groups with an asterisk by them are ones you all need to know. There are, of course, many more organizations, but one must draw a line somewhere. 

	1. 
	AARP – American Association of Retired People* www.aarp.org/
	11. 
	Christian Coalition*

http://www.cc.org/
	21.
	National Council of  La Raza *

	2. 
	ACLU – American Civil Liberties Union* www.aclu.org/
	12.
	Council on American-Islamic Relations

http://www.cair.com/
	22.
	NEA - National Education Association*

http://www.nea.org/index.html

	3. 
	AFL-CIO – American Federation of Labor – Congress of Industrial Organizations*

www.aflcio.org/home.htm
	13. 
	Emily’s List

www.emilyslist.org/
	23.
	National Resources Defense Council

http://nrdc.org/

	4. 
	ABA - American Bar Association*

www.abanet.org/
	14. 
	Environmental Defense Fund

http://www.environmentaldefense.org/home.cfm
	24.
	NOW – National Organization of Women*

http://www.now.org/

	5. 
	American Conservative Union

www.conservative.org/
	15. 
	Family Research Council

http://www.frc.org/get.cfm?c=HOME
	25.
	NRA – National Rifle Association*

http://www.nra.org/

	6. 
	American Farm Bureau
	16.
	Handgun Control, Inc

http://www.handguncontrol.org/
	26.
	PETA – People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals

	7. 
	AIPAC - American Israel Public Affairs Committee

www.aipac.org/
	17. 
	Moveon.org


	27.
	Public Citizen*

http://www.citizen.org/

	8.
	AMA - American Medical Association*

www.ama-assn.org/
	18.
	NAACP – National Association of Colored People*

http://www.naacp.org/home/index.htm
	28.
	Sierra Club*

http://www.sierraclub.org/

	9. 
	ATLA - Association of Trial Lawyers of America

http://atla.org/
	19.
	NAM - National  Association of Manufacturers*

http://www.nam.org/s_nam/index.asp
	29.
	US Chamber of Commerce

http://www.uschamber.com/default.htm

	10.
	The Business Roundtable

http://www.brtable.org/
	20.
	NARAL – National Abortion Rights Action League*

http://naral.org/
	30.
	Veterans of Foreign Wars*

http://www.vfw.org/


Let’s recap. (1) Write the name of the group, and their website, (2) write if it is liberal, conservative or non-ideological, find at least two issues that matter to each, and (3) what is their action plan for these issues? Type your responses.

This is due: Friday, October 19, 2012
